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X. Civil aviation la a particularly affective Cold-Vtar weapon because 
trader -developed nations are eager to win international prestige by showing 
their flag on international airlines. Modern aircraft are regarded by these 
nations as impressive syabolu of progress and modernity. Alreau^ many small 
nations are sponsoring international airline a that are doomed to be perpetual 
money-losers. the Soviets have no reluctance to encourage this sort of 
activity in non-Bloc countries because the sore economic tr o ub les these 
countries tew, the tetter the chances for Caasunigt penetration. & 
Afghanistan, Yemen, and the UAR; the Soviets have dm their willingness 
to encourage the most unrealistic dreamt of the national lenders with respect 
to civil aviation. 

Aid in the field of civil srictlot, in contrast to military aid, 
is apparently peaceful and a help to the economy of the recipient nation 
and its workers. 
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a. a. The Soviets are ia a position to ej^ploit civil aviation as a 
Cold- war weapon, ia ways not open to a free economy. The r*id development 
and conspicuous exploitation of the TurlOk is a prlae exaagple. tea. 
uneconomical airplane that no US airline would accept as a gift, the Tu-lOU 
c ab le d the Soviets to get a successful major j«t passenger transport into 
tbe international airlones a full three yea ts ahead of the tJD, The Tu-10ii 
has teen used for a score of international Junkets drawing huge crowds at 
airports froia Vancouver to Tokyo. The boost to Soviet prestige has been 
jjMee asurahle — the next greatest thing to ipubnik. 

h* The Soviet system mates it possible to offer their aircraft 
abroad at least on a Halted scale, at whatever price suits the Soviet 
policy ai^m of the moment. The ?i*-10k hat been offered both in Surope 
Japan at as little as $l*a million., whereas ite cost of production 
is estimated to be about $3*5 Billion. Several U-l^s have been presented 
as gifts to leaders of countries the i-ovietc aimed to influence • 

c. Ano t he r advantage offered by the Soviet system is a relatively 
great degree of speed and flexibility in making offers to underdeveloped 
countries' On tte one hand they need not consider the rights and interests 
of - rmr^-^^g air craft makers and on the otter hand they car. ignore the needs 
of done & tic air service . One oteapl e of tte latter point Is their probable 
intent of soon turning over seme Il-l3*s to Corasunist Chim despite tte 
urgent need for t.h»a in the USSR. The grins to be derived frum having 
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their so recently backward Asiatic ally flaunting these is^preseive 
turboprop aircraft before the admiring eyes of the rest ocf underdeveloped 


25X1 D1 

aircraft . The recent Soviet effort* to achieve a further peaetr; ticw. 
of Afghanistan, the success of which senalms to be seen, is ah illustration 
of their superior flexibility In this field of cperatlcns. It a ey be 
added that they have little difficulty la persuading coapeteat technicians to 
accept assignments la these unattractive £arts of the world. 

d. A further advantage that the Soviets have in forwarding 
their civil air penetration In the taiderdAveloped areas is their ability 
to capi talis e on the often irrational rntd-isperlallsa that exists there. 

Besides giving technic: 1 end material aid, the Soviets cun 
win friends by flying their biggest «ad opst impressive aircraft on 
unprofitable schedules to the underdeveloped capitals they wish to 
Influence. Their new mites to Cairo teed Saw Delhi are not good economics, 
but they ore good politics. It is notable tint so many ef the Tu-IQb’e 
are devoted to international service, where the payload is often 
ridiculously li^ht whereas the domestic fernand is such that there are 
constant waiting lists for many of the TU-104 flights. 
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3* The uneconomic features that ;.avt tear as embarrassing ■msktvmti 
la Soviet aircraft deslga are fully reco grimed by the Soviet leadership 
and they are taking -rocpt and rational steps to correct this* The Ta-lOh 
has been properly disparaged for carrying ffew a r passengers than the French 
Caravelle, for example, while having slnott twice the weight and power. 


Qeickly the 56-paaeer £,*r Ttw U was folicveti by the 70 -passenger adaptation 
called the Tia-lt4*A* Beoently a lCO-pasaeEgcr version, he Sa-lDhS has be® 
anasotuKed* If the ICb-pasuenger version dote not cost a^reciably wore to 
operate than the bO-paaa e ng s r version, it will possibly be a practical, 
commercial aircraft* iiiallarly the An-10, width appeared to be a fairly 
economical aircraft to begin with in its Sip. and 126-passenger version, 
has had various ijaprowBenbs made and its capacity increased to 130 in a 
newly announced version called the An-13* the 11-18 appears to be genuinely 
competitive with the Iockhoed Elytra end there may be more than 3$ of them 
built by now* Several have been used for tie past ft w months, mostly on 
stages of the Trois-Siberluc route, cajrayii^ freight 

c*ae^>Mgggg|ggg|. A special advantage claimed for tbs 11-13 and ih® An-1- 


for the penetration of uxdordevelopod areas is an outstandingly short 

field requirement for landt.cs and taking off* The high-winged in-10 is supposed 

to be sbls to use sod airstrips* 
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4. fhe ability of the Soviet* to concentrate their technical 
force* where they count no«t in international coarpetition-^ailitary weapons, 
apace technology, atomic energy, and «odem eircraft, enables then to provide 
severe and top-rate coapetition in these field*. Considering thst four year® 
ago they were sn underdeveloped country in civil aviation, their proven* in 
this field has been aaezing: end their potential over the next several yeere 
aust be respected. It is possible, if not indeed likely, that they will score 
another world-start ling first in flying the first atonic powered aircraft. 
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